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Dedicated people, bound together like pages in a book, have the strength to achieve great things.

James V. Brown Library Champion

G

retchen Kennedy has been a monthly
supporter of the James V. Brown
Library for three years because she
believes that libraries are an important
part of our lives. As a Bookmobile patron,
Gretchen looks forward to the Bookmobile
visits every two weeks to her apartment
complex. She gives monthly by credit card
because it’s easy and she doesn’t have to
remember to mail in a check.
More importantly, though, she hopes
to inspire others to consider monthly
giving as part of their charitable gifts
because “everybody needs a chance to
read.” Even a small amount each month
adds up to a significant gift. If you would
like to become a Library Champion by
giving a monthly gift, please contact
Robin Glossner at 570-326-6689.

FRIDAY—JAN 24TH
10 am & 2 pm
Teacup candles

MORE INFORMATION AT:

calendar.jvbrown.edu

The Perfect Gift

The library’s “Own-a-Day” program
makes the perfect gift. For $100, you
can Own-A-Day at the library and have
your gift be recognized on the receipts
at circulation desks, on the flat-screen
TVs inside the library, on the library’s
home page, and in the library’s email
and printed newsletters. This is the
perfect way to honor or memorialize
someone special, publicize a business,
or celebrate a birthday or anniversary.

January 2 William Caputo Sr.
January 3 Frank & Betty Knautz
January 8 Harold Hershberger Jr.
January 11 Jill Louise Confer
January 15 In memory of James Updegraff
January 17 In memory of Patricia J. Baker
January 18 Mary Catherine Murphy
January 19 Shirley Bittenbender
January 23 Gerry Fausnaught
January 27 In Memory of Nancy Charles
February 1 Dr. Albert Liddell
February 5 Taylor J. Ertel
February 6 Carolyn B. Rosser
February 9 In memory of Audrey Dochter
February 25 Gloria Caputo
February 29 Miles Boyle
For more information or
to Own-A-Day, visit:
www.jvbrown.edu, or call
Robin Glossner at:
570.326.0536, EXT 135.

Become a Library CHAMPION

O

ur Annual Fund drive may be over but there’s
always time to become a Library Champion
and give monthly to help the James V. Brown Library
champion the love of reading, open new doors to
lifelong learning and ensure the preservation of
public library services for future generations.
As a Library Champion, your monthly
gift will provide consistent and reliable income
to support the Library. You can make a lasting
difference by spreading your gift throughout the
year. If your gift is $25 or more per month, we’ll send
you a tote bag that will tell the world you champion
the love of reading and support the JVBL.

February is Love Your
Library Month

Want to show your Library some love? Your Library feels loved when you are using
us! So here are a few ideas:
• Come in and take out a book, an audiobook or a movie.
• Download an ebook from ebranch2go.
• Stream some music or a movie from hoopla.
• Donate your gently used books to the Friends of the
James V. Brown Library.
• Join the Friends!
• Give an Own a Day at the Library to someone you love.
• Attend a library program. Learn more at
calendar.jvbrown.edu
The Library is so much more than books.
Visit us in person or online at jvbrown.edu to learn more.

Friends Plan February Book Review Luncheon
F
riend’s Book Reviews resume February 7,
2020. Louisa Stone will present a review
of Casey Cep’s book Furious Hours: Murder,
Fraud, and the Last Trial of Harper Lee.
Stone says that like many people, she
read To Kill A Mockingbird in high school.
Later at Bloomsburg University, she could
refer to it because all her students had read
it. And, like many readers, she also read
true crime, a genre that actually started
in the 1500’s, but is immensely popular
today largely due to the success of Truman
Capote’s 1966 novel, In Cold Blood.
When Stone heard about Cep’s book,
she was curious. She knew Lee and Capote
were friends, and she had read In Cold
Blood, but wanted to know what Lee had to
do with murder and fraud.
In Cep’s book, the author gives us
a well-written account of the people and
events in this strange tale in Alabama in

the 1970’s. Part I is the story of Reverend
Willie Maxwell, accused of killing five
family members for insurance money. Part
II explains the complex relationship of the
lawyer, Tom Radney.
Part III is where we learn how
Harper Lee fits in. In each part, Cep
includes the social and racial context. It is
a fascinating read.
Stone grew up in the Chicago
area, received two degrees in English
from the University of Michigan, and
one in Business Administration from
Harvard Business School. She taught
at Lycoming College and Penn College,
then in the 1980’s began teaching
English at Bloomsburg University. After
retiring from teaching, Stone and her
husband David co-founded Williamsport
Bicycle Recycle in the Pajama Factory.

The luncheon will start at 12 noon in the Lowry Room of the Welch wing of the James V. Brown Library. Those who wish may
purchase lunch at noon for $6. To reserve lunch, use the online reservation calendar on the library website (http://calendar.jvbrown.
edu) where you will find a prompt for reservations or call Leslie at the Library at 570-326-0536, ext. 134. Reservations should be
made by the Wednesday before the review, January 31. (Please note that you should register only if you wish to reserve lunch.) You
may bring your own lunch or simply attend the book review, which will start at 12:30 p.m. Parking is available in the public lot off
Market Street, adjacent to the Welch Wing.

Board Members Elected to the Friends of the J. V. Brown Library
T
wo new members were elected to
four-year terms on the Board of the
Friends of the J.V. Brown Library. Maria
Casale and Michael Pontious will serve
for four-year terms.
Casale
has
lived
in
the
Williamsport area for 38 years and
holds an undergraduate degree from
King’s College and a master’s degree in
microbiology and biochemistry from
the University of Notre Dame. She has

participated in many volunteer activities
including the Make a Wish Foundation,
Junior League of Williamsport, the St. Ann
School Association, and the Montoursville
Area School District Foundation.
Pontious holds an undergraduate
degree from Lycoming College in
Managerial Economics and currently is a
senior vice president with USI Insurance
Services. He is the immediate past chair,
Operating Committee, for Leadership

Lycoming, and on the Board of Directors
for the Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber
of Commerce. He volunteers with USI
Gives Back: Sharing Our Time, Talent and
Treasure with the Communities We Serve.
Chuck Featherstone was elected
for another four-year term on the Board.
Ardythe Cross and Mary Beth Kibbe were
elected to each serve an additional year in
their leadership roles.

The Friends need your unwanted books, CDs & DVDs! Donations gladly
accepted at the library circulation desk. Tax donation receipts available.

HAPPY NEW YEAR OF GREAT READS!

Consider a bequest to the
James V. Brown Library

www.jvbr own.edu
This man remembered
you in his will.
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